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How Much Change is Desirable?

Block-Scale Infill House-Scale Infill

Existing Conditions
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Missing Middle Housing: the tool for gentle infill

House-scale buildings
with multiple units

in walkable neighborhoods.
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MMH – Characteristics

• Located in walkable contexts.

• Compatibly-located with single-family 
homes.

• Provide 
small, well-designed units.

• Create a strong
sense of community.

• Foundation for 
diverse housing options.
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Carriage House: Dwelling over garage (ADU), in Crested Butte, CO
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Missing Middle – Compatible in Neighborhoods

Missing Middle distributed 
throughout neighborhood.
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Missing Middle – Neighborhood Transition

Missing Middle connecting 
a single-family neighborhood and a main street.
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Duplex: Side-by-Side
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Typical Lot Size Density

60’ x 125’ 12 du/acre

50’ x 100’ 17 du/acre

50’ x 85’ 19 du/acre



Fourplex
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Typical Lot Size Density
(4 units / lot)

75’ x 150’ 23 du/acre

60’ x 100’ 29 du/acre



Cottage Court
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Typical Lot Size Density
(5 units / lot)

Density
(6 units / lot)

100’ x 125’ 17 du/acre 21 du/acre

100’ x 100’ 22 du/acre 26 du/acre

80’ x 100’ 27 du/acre 33 du/acre



Carriage House (ADU)

Mountain Housing Council of Tahoe Truckee— Annual Housing Update 10 of20



Missing Middle in the Sierra Foothills
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Grass Valley, CA



Design Matters

Missing Middle Housing Should:

• Match size and scale of single-
family homes

• Have a welcoming frontage 
with a clear front door

• Put parking behind building
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NOT Missing Middle

NOT Missing Middle



Opportunities with New Development

• Introduce new 
housing types to a 
community

• Include variety of 
open spaces

• Provide housing 
variety to support 
affordability
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Missing Middle in Utah – Daybreak, Salt Lake City
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Housing Types to Create Community

Oleson Woods: Portland, OR Photo Courtesy of Orange 
Splot LLC

Small communities with shared 
spaces allow for:

• Safe play areas for children

• Support for “aging in place”

• Greater sense of rootedness 
for rental properties
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Designing for All Ages – “Age in Place”
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Missing Middle Housing support AARP’s 
“Livability Categories”
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Put Missing Middle into your General Plan
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Does your high level policy 
guidance support diverse 
housing options?

Example: City of Memphis Comprehensive Plan



Required to front street with a frontage such 
as a stoop. Parking is required to be behind 
building. Building size is limited to a house-
scale compatible with existing historic 
homes.

This triplex is not required to have 
entrances off the street or frontage on the 
main street. 

Existing Update

Most Zoning Cannot Tell the Difference
Each of these is a four unit building on the same size lot:

Diminishes Public Realm Improves Public Realm
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Learn More
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www.MissingMiddleHousing.com

Duplex in Gunnison, COLive/work in Buena Vista, CO
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